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property and other acts detested by God (Gal. 5:19 and most 

Prophets).   
 

The same demand challenges us as a country. It demands of us, 

citizens and those in authority, to protect the poor and vulnerable, 

and to promote the common good. In the present circumstance, 

this message compels us to listen to the cries of those who are hurt 

by the acts of those who perpetuate violence and injustice. We 

have already cited several of these in our pastoral letters and 

earlier messages. They include: corruption; land grabbing; 

domestic violence; crime; and widening gap between the poor and 

rich. These are besides other challenges, such as poverty and 

unemployment, food insecurity, and environmental degradation. 

We have also heard the cries of families whose relatives went 

missing, allegedly in the hands of security operatives. We are 

concerned that two years or more down the road, some of these 

have not been accounted for or produced in courts of law despite 

persistent appeals by the affected families and other stakeholders. 

In the spirit of Christmas, we appeal to Government to account for 

the missing persons and ensure that all security organizations do 

their work within the confines of the law. We also appeal to political 

actors and other stakeholders to cooperate and work together to 

deal with the root causes of some of these challenges. 
 

Our mind is also drawn to the pains and suffering of our brothers 

and sisters who had been affected by Ebola. We particularly 

condole with the families that lost loved ones. We are glad that 

government has lifted the ban and ensured the movement of the 

people of the affected districts. We need to thank them for their 

patience, cooperation and endurance during that period. We ask 

them to be vigilant and follow all the guidelines of the Standard 

Operating Procedures (SOPs) put in place by the government of  
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Uganda through the Ministry of Health. We urge that people do not 

stigmatize the victims of Ebola. 
 

Since the outbreak of COVID-19 in Uganda, three years ago, 

followed by the war in Ukraine, the economy has slowed down 

significantly. Consequently, poverty has increased sharply.  

Today some families may not afford a decent meal and cannot 

keep their children in school due to low income. On this Christmas 

Day, one wonders whether parents will manage to take their 

children to school next year. 
 

The situation has widened further the gap between the rich and 

poor, and has been worsened by greed, the root cause of all 

economic injustice in our country. The craving for money and 

wealth has driven many Ugandans to extreme immoral behaviour, 

such as theft of public resources, cheating of all sorts, violent crime, 

and trafficking in persons and human organs. During this season, 

God is calling us to change our ways so that his Son Jesus Christ 

may dwell in us.   
 

As we celebrate Christmas, the birth of the child Jesus, pupils and 

students are having their holidays. May the child Jesus enable 

them to prepare spiritually so that He truly comes to live amongst 

them. We urge parents and guardians to protect them against acts 

of domestic violence and evils that befell them during COVID-19 

lockdown.   
 

In addition, we encourage the parents to take their children to 

church to thank God for the benefits they have received during the 

year 2022 and ask for protection for the coming year 2023. We 

should remember the teaching of Jesus, “Let the little children 

come to me… for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

(Mt.19:14). Let us allow the children to grow, like Jesus, in stature, 

wisdom favour of the Lord and of man. (Lk. 2:52). 
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